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OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN

PROVINCIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2012-02é6

REQUIRING MANDATORY ACCREDITATION BY THE PHILIPPINE COMMISSION ON
SPORTS SCUBA DIVING OF DIVING ESTABLISHMENTS IN THE PROVINCE OF BOHOL.

“SECTION 1. Tille. — This Ordinance shall be known as the Sports Scuba
Diving Accreditation Regquirement Ordinance;

) “SECTION 2. Definifion of Terms. -

Accreditation — is a process conducted by the Philippine Commission on
Sports Scuba Diving {PCSSDj in which a cerlification is conferred, as
a formal attestation and official recognition, that a dive
astablishment or dive professional has complied with the desired
competencies and the fechnical and security sfandards set by the
said commission.

Depariment of Tourism {DOT) - is the executlive depariment of the
Philippine government responsible for the regulafion of the
Philippine tourism indusiry and the promotion of the Philippines as a
tourist destination.

Dive Boat Operator — An esiablishment or person thatl operates a sail or
motor boat duly licensed and accredited by appropriate
gevernment agencies to provide services to scuba divers.

Dive Boat — Any motorrun or sail operated boat or dive banca with or
without live-aboard facilities that are offered to scuba divers (both
domestic and foreign) for a fee. H is a boat thal provides
comfortfable space for scuba divers and their faciliies and
sqguipments fo be used in diving. '

Dive Resort — An establishment thatl offers food, accommeodation and
scuba diving facilities fo the public for a fee. This establishment is
duly accredited by DOT for their food and accomimoedation and
by PCSSD for the Scuba Diving Operations.

Dive Facility — An esfablishment engaged in any or all of the following
activities: {1} Selling scuba diving related equipment; (2} Renting
out "“JDG diving related equipment, (3} Providing air fill services,

{4 Conducting scuba diving courses or underwater tours.
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Dive gu;de - An up-to-date certified diver with a Minimum Ceriification
=l of Rescue Diver with current CPR {raining fo the stated rafing
a national or international fraining agency or its equivalent. The
D?sve Guide must be familiar with the dive sites with minimum of 100
dives in the area of operation.

Diving Professional - A diver with o certification of instructor, assistant
instructor, or dive master as cerlified by. an’ international or
nationally recognized cerlifying agency for the cument year who
conducts sports scuba diving activities in the Philippines whether or
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license — The privilege or authority granted and issued by the lLocdl
Government Unit fo own, operate, and mainiain within ifs
jurisdiction a scuba diving establishment upon compliance with the
required minimum standards set by the Philippine Commission on
Sports Scuba Diving.

Other Entities — All other establishments not hereio specified inciluding all
Local Government Unifs (LGUs) engaging in the aforesaid Business
for tourism and public uillization.

Philippine Commission on Sports Scuba Diving (PCSSD) - The Philippine
Commission on Sports Scuba Diving is an attached agency to the
Department of Tourism and is placed under the supervision of the
Secretary, who shall be the ex-officio Chairperson of ifs board of
Trustees. I undertakes measures to provide the standard basic
dive rules to all levels or kinds of divers, regulate scuba sports and
technical diving in the country and ensure the sofety of the spori
through the formulafion of policies pursuant thereto, In
coordination with the Office of Tourism Standards and Regulations,
including the regulation of the accredited scuba sports and
technical diving esfablishments.

Professional Dive Center — An eslablishmeni engaged in all of the
following activities (1) selling scuba diving-related equipment, (2}
Renting out scuba diving-relaied equipmeni, {3) Providing air fill
service, (4) Servicing and repair of scuba diving-related equipment,
and (5) Conducting scuba diving courses or underwater tours.

Scuba Diving Tour Operator — An esia blishment that is duly Accredited by
the PCSSD and licensed by the local government fo conduct sports
scuba diving activities and promotes, sells, or markets scuba diving

TQuUrs.

Sports Scuba Diving Establishment — Any business establishment engaged
in the conduct of Sports Scuba Diving activities in the Philippines
whether or not for a fee.

“SECTION 3. Accreditation Reguirement. — No person, natural or juridical,
shall operate or manage o scuba diving establishment without first being
agccredited by the Philippine Commission on Sports Scuba Diving (PCSSD).
Resorts which provide board and lodging to scuba divers and any
establishments engaged in the promotion of scuba diving fours thatl has duly
heen accredited by DOT, shall likewise be accredited by the PCSSD as Dive
Resorts and as Scuba Diving Tour Operators. These shall form part as a
prerequisite to the issuance of the license to operate from the appropriate LGU
and accreditation cerlificate from the Department of Tourism.

" Accreditation by the PCSSD shall be mandatory as mandated by RA 9593,
Chapter II-E, Sec. 39. The accreditation cerlificate must be submitted io the
Ll et LInit (121 afars ~ licance o nnerate shall be issued bv the
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"SECTION 4. PCSSD Accreditation. — s a mandalory requirement for
licensing at any local government unit where the following business operates:

Professional Dive Center
Dive Facility/Shop

Dive Professional

Dive Guide

Dive Resorts

Dive Tour Operators

oA

“SECTION 4A. Inspection of the Applicant Establishment. — An inspection
of the facilities, equipment and premises of the applicant establishment shall be
conducted by PCSSD for the purpose of determining whether it meets the
minimum standards set by the PCSSD, ifs Implementing Rules and Regulations
ncluding The conduct of air qudlity test on gir compressors/tanks.

“SECTION 5. Inspection Before Issuance of Permils by 1GU. — The
concerned local government unifs may inspect the facilities and premises of the
coplicant establishment before any permit is issued in compliance with other
reguirements operating and safety standards other than the accreditation
reguirements.

“SECTION 6. Accreditation Fee. — Comesponding fees shall be paid to the
PC3SD by the applicants in the conduct of the accreditation process.

“SECTION 7. Vealidity of Accreditation. — The Accreditation issued by
PCSSD shall be valid for a period of one (1) vear from the date of ifs issuance.

“SECTION 8. Display of Permits and cther Documents. — The following must
o= cisplayed conspicuously by the Licensee in his establishment:

a. Current and appropriate PCSSD Accreditation Certificate and
Sticker of the establishmens

©. Permits from the LGU

c. Lst of diving professionals and technical staff employed or
confracted by the establishment with their respective positions;
and photos and Alien Employment Cerlificate from Department
of Labor and Employment and photocopy of Alien Certificate
of Registration from the Burequ of Immigrafion, as applicable.

“SECTION 9. Accreditation Cards. — Dive Instructors/Assistant Dive
~z_crers Dive masters and Dive Guides, shall be issued Accredifation cards by

7T Trey nove been accredited for.

:=C7 ON 0. Replacement of Lost Acereditation Cards. — A written notice

et FILSTN

T oIz it accompany o request for replacement of lost accreditation card.
==z zzemant shaill be issued within one {1} month from the daie of notice of loss.
¥ cant shall pay the appropriate replacement cost in accordance with

g guidslines of the PCSSD.

“SECTION 11. Renewal of Accreditafion. — Application for the renewal of
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“SECTION 12. Grounds for impaosition of fines, downgrading, suspension or

Revocation/Cancellation of license and PCSSD Accreditafion. — Affer due nofice
and hearing, the LGU with respect to ifs licensing authority and PCSSD as 1o its
accreditation function shall impose the opplicable sanctions on the following

grounds:
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. Collection or destruction of corais and the reef in general.

Capture of or harm to endangered marine species

Capture of, transferring to other habitats, or harm to other species
within the dive areas:

Use of toxic chemicals in the course of diving;

Spear fishing using scuba anywhere and Apnea {free diving) within the
dive sites:

Saivage of or fransferring with any sunken artifacts without the
necessary permit from proper authorities:

- Making any false declaration or statement or making use of any such

declaration or statement or any document contfaining the same or
committing fraud or any act of misrepreseniation for the purpose of
obftaining the issuance of accredifation:

Failure to comply with or confravene any of the condifions set forth in
the certificate of accreditation:

Failure to meet the standards and requirements for the operation of
the establishment: '

Allowing or permitting the establishment or its facilifies to be used for
lilegal, immoral or illicit activities: and

Violation of or noncompliance wiih any of the provisions of the Rules,
promulgated. orders, decisions and circulars Issued by the PCSSD and
other concerned government agencies.

cCTHON 13. benefits. — The accredited Dive establishments shall be
d with the following benefits, as provided for in section 123 of the IRR of
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Accredited enterprises shall  be beneficiaries of
romotional, fraining and other programs of PCSSD and DOT
 i's atfached agencies.

Prioritization in ali PCSSD inifiated seminars, programs and
activities.

Pricritization fo participate in local and intemational frade fairs,

fravel marts and other DOT related activities.
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"SECTION 14, Dive Accidents. — All concemed accredited dive

S57Coisnments and dive professionals are reguired fo submit a written report to
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= T cose of dive accidents within forty eight (48) hours. The report
$70UIC coniain, among others, the following information:

- C

incident Report Accident
ocation of Accident

Rescue Procedures done
Xisting conditions
Victim/Iniured oarty infarmatiae
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Frovincial Ordinance No. 201 2024

I U 1L Dive Statfisfical Repeort. — All aceredited dive establishments
NS submit g semi-annual report to PCSSD and the Bohol Tourism Office on the
' " foreign tourist divers per country as well as domestic divers who have
ing services per month. This will form part of the requirements for
ne ccerediiation renewal.

“SECITON 14. Data _on _licensed Dive Establishments and Dive

“SECTION 17. Implementing Taskforce. — For # PUrpose of implementing
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ve of the Deportment of
1 on Sports Scubag Diving
Representative of the Philippine National Police (Tourist Police)
he Sangguniang Panlalawigan Committee on Tourism,
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection and Heailth and
Public Sanitation
Head of the Bohol Tourism Office
. Chairperson of the Provinciai Tourism Council
. President of the Rohol Association of Hotels, Resorts and
Restaurants or his representative
7. Representative from the Dive Establishmenis/Dive
Professionals
8. President, League of the Municipdlities of the Philippines-
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Tourism thru the Philippine
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enting rules and regulations and
this Ordinance. The Provincial
C3SSD representative shall be the

"SECTION 18. Penalties. ~The penalty for any violation of this ordinance
which is not penalized elsewhere in other sections of fhis ordinance, or in g
national law, shail be:

a) For 1¢ offense — A fine of one thousand pesos (P1,000.00) and
suspension for 10 days, both the guide and the establishment
operators;

b} For 2nd offense — A fine of three thousand pesos ( P3,000.00) and
suspension of 20 days, both the guide and the establishment

operators:
C} For 3d offonce — A fina ~F Suim dhee
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